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A Request to the Human Relations Commission of Fremont, California 
 
 We request that the Human Relations Commission forward a resolution to the 
Fremont City Council for their action that meets the following goals: 

• Divest fully from the fossil fuel sector and adopt policies to ban future investment; 
• Formally request that all retirement funds into which the city contributes fully 

divest from the fossil fuel sector and adopt policies to ban future investment; 
• File a lawsuit against the fossil fuel sector for responsibility for climate change, or 

join a lawsuit already filed by Marin County, San Mateo County, Santa Cruz County, 
the City of San Francisco, Oakland, and Imperial Beach;1 

• Commit to a fast and just transition to 100% renewable energy for all of Fremont by 
2050 at the latest; and 

• Adopt regulations to guarantee that there are no new fossil fuel infrastructure 
projects built within or traveling through Fremont. 

 
Rationale 
 The cause of climate change is well known:2  the adding of carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. One of the major sources of carbon dioxide (and other 
greenhouse gases) is the burning of fossil fuels. When fossil fuels, rich in carbon, are 
extracted from underground and burned, most of that carbon is released into the 
atmosphere as CO2. The burning of fossil fuels has been a major contributor to the 
increases in atmospheric CO2 levels, from pre-industrial revolution levels of around 180 
parts per million3 to over 400ppm currently.4 
 Climate change is already negatively impacting the lives of everyone who lives in 
Fremont. It is already causing changes in weather patterns,5 likely contributed to and 
exacerbated by the recent drought in California,6 and is limiting water supplies in Fremont 
and across the state.7 By disrupting food production worldwide, climate change is 
contributing to famine in some corners of the world8 and making food more expensive 
everywhere.9 It is also changing where and how much potable water is available.10 The 

                                                        
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/07/20/this-could-be-the-next-
big-strategy-for-suing-over-climate-change/  
2 https://climate.nasa.gov/causes/  
3 https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/news/7074.html  
4 https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/  
5 http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-climate-california-20171205-htmlstory.html  
6 https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/21/science/climate-change-intensifies-california-drought-scientists-
say.html  
7 https://earther.com/california-is-considering-permanent-water-restrictions-1823201846  
8 https://www.newscientist.com/article/2147570-world-hunger-is-on-the-rise-again-due-to-climate-
change-and-war/, https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/27/world/africa/famine-somalia-nigeria-south-
sudan-yemen-water.html, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/climate-change-famine-poses-global-security-
threat-un-warns/  
9 http://www.worldwatch.org/node/5434, https://www.csmonitor.com/Business/The-
Bite/2016/1217/How-climate-change-could-affect-food-prices  
10 https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-impacts/climate-impacts-water-resources_.html, 
https://www.ucsusa.org/global-warming/science-and-impacts/impacts/water-and-climate-
change.html#.WpTz72bMyH0  
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problems of food production and availability of water will worsen because of climate 
change in the coming years. There are already climate refugees,11 and the numbers will 
grow if climate change is not mitigated.12 
 To add insult to injury, there is increasing evidence that at least some of the 
country’s largest oil companies (BP, Chevron, ConocoPhillips, ExxonMobil, Peabody Energy, 
and Shell) knew about climate change and their role in causing it 40 years ago.13 Instead of 
addressing the dangers, they put money into obfuscating the truth and deceiving the 
public.14 
 
What can a local city do to mitigate climate change?  

• We can make it clear that the fossil fuel sector’s business plan (extract all the fossil 
fuels they can and sell it so it can be burned) is immoral by refusing to invest in or 
benefit from it. In other words, we can divest.  

• Likewise, we can ask the retirement funds to which we contribute to divest. 
• We can sue major companies in the fossil fuel sector that knew and hid scientific 

evidence of the dangers of burning fossil fuels for defrauding the American public 
and the citizens of Fremont. 

• We can commit to transitioning from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources. 
• We can ensure that there are no new fossil fuel infrastructure projects built within 

or across the city. 
 
An additional word about fiscal impact 
 There is a small possibility that divesting will have an immediate financial impact on 
the City. At various time in the past, the City has held bonds in major oil companies, and it 
may still do so. Should the city currently hold such bonds, selling them immediately could 
generate a loss, so a provision could be added to avoid that, provided the divestment 
happened within two years. 
 There is a question of the long-term financial impact of adopting a rule that the City 
will not invest in the fossil fuel sector. We are not financial experts, but many suggest it is 
fiscally wise to divest. Some clean energy investments have markedly better returns than 
fossil fuels15 and many in the insurance industry see investing in fossil fuels as financially 
risky.16 There is also the possibility that the entire fossil fuel sector could become 
worthless17 if fossil fuel companies are forced to strand their fossil fuel reserves 

                                                        
11 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/03/us/resettling-the-first-american-climate-refugees.html, 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/climate-change-and-disasters.html  
12 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/02/climate-change-will-create-worlds-biggest-
refugee-crisis  
13 https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/exxon-knew-about-climate-change-almost-40-years-ago/,  
14 https://www.ucsusa.org/global-warming/fight-misinformation/climate-deception-dossiers-fossil-fuel-
industry-memos#.WpTwx2bMyH0.  
15 https://www.forbes.com/sites/mikescott/2018/02/26/clean-energy-pioneers-earn-double-the-returns-
of-fossil-fuel-firms/#570bd55d23d5  
16 https://insideclimatenews.org/news/24052016/insurers-climate-change-risks-global-warming-fossil-
fuel-investments-oil-gas-coal-report-warns and 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/03/bank-of-england-warns-of-financial-risk-from-
fossil-fuel-investments 
17 http://www.climatecentral.org/news/fossil-fuel-investments-face-major-risks-due-to-climate-16839  
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underground. The moral reasons are more than enough motivation to divest from fossil 
fuels. It turns out there are economic reasons to do so, too.18 
 
This request initially comes from: 
 

Signature Printed Name City 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 

                                                        
18 https://www.morganstanley.com/articles/fossil-fuels  
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